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SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher	Pastor Pittenger
Pianist	Mrs. Megan Enstad
Acolytes		Emilie, Ethan, William
		and Dominic
Elder on duty this week        Jeremy Gracia 
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday: Join with us as we use The Divine Service, Rite Two, starting on page 60, with modifications.(Please follow along in the hymnal or above the altar as announced)
Monday: The Office of Compline, pg. 128
Flowers on the Altar this week are given to the glory of God 
by Dennis and Dode Morrison in celebration of their anniversary.
HYMNS:

135
Now Sing We , Now Rejoice
125:1&3
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
145
What Child Is This?
Distribution
115
All My Heart Sings & Rejoices
113
A Great and Mighty Wonder
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EPISTLE LESSON
I
  mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. Galatians 4:1-7 (ESV).
GOSPEL LESSON
A
[bookmark: _Hlk133412897] nd when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 31 that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.” 33 And His father and his mother marveled at what was said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the Child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him. Luke 2:22-40 (ESV) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who have been grafted into Christ, that they would bear the same godly fruit as the shoot of the stump of Jesse, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the Church, that our God, who sent His Son to the temple and placed Him in the hands of blessed St. Simeon, would abide with those He places in the Office of the Holy Ministry, that their hands would be ever ready to deliver His gifts to His people and their lips bold to speak the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For babes and nursing infants, out of whose mouths the Lord perfects His praise, that our Lord would silence their enemies, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain, that the Lord would turn their hearts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
And for all who mourn the loss of infants, that they would fix their eyes on Christ who, though spared for a time, shed His blood for the world’s salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For parents and their children, that they would be given the wisdom and courage to know Christ as Savior and Redeemer and gather around the Word and Sacraments; and that the Lord would help parents form within their children the knowledge of, and the will to do, what is right according to God’s Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who suffer affliction and grief, [especially _____________,] that as God’s children and fellow heirs with Christ, they would receive relief from their suffering according to His will and find comfort and confidence in Him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
		STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
Thank you to Jack Pittenger for helping with the service today. Jack is majoring in ’Staff Ministry’ at Martin Luther College and like a student-teacher, part of his of study includes assisting a congregation with their worship services.
Give with a joyful heart!
Please consider sharing your gift of time and talent to help at Bethany. Opportunities abound in the coming year:
· Join the Livestream Team or a monthly Altar Care Team.
· Volunteer in our school or library. 
· Take a turn maintaining flowerbeds, weed whacking, or mowing. 
· Help handle minor maintenance tasks such as changing light bulbs and filters. 
Whatever you do will be a blessing!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FRIENDS IN FAITH
The next Friends in Faith event, Nertz & Nachos Party, will be January 4th at Mrs. Circelli’s house. Drop off is 11:30, and pick up is 3:30. Please see Mrs. Bergemann or Carrie Grey for more details. 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Men’s Fellowship resumes on Saturday, January 3rd. They meet at Bethany, at 9:00am, the first and third Sunday of the month for a delicous breakfast, lesson and fellowship. Please contact Conrad Plyler for more information.


CALENDAR


SUNDAY, 12/28 Christmas One
9:00am Worship with communion
MONDAY, 12/29
Office Closed
No Evening Worship
TUESDAY, 12/30
[bookmark: _Hlk201139793]Office Hours 9:00-3:00
WEDNESDAY, 12/31
New Years Eve
6:00pm New Years Eve Service 
With communion

THURSDAY, 1/1
New Years Day
Office Closed
SATURDAY, 1/3
9:00am Men’s Fellowship
SUNDAY, 1/4 Epiphany
9:00am Worship 
10:15am Bible Class/Sunday School
11:30am Friends in Faith

























151 Tremont St. W  360-876-1300  bethany.lutheran@wavecable.com
www.bethanylutheranportorchard.org  http://facebook.com/Bethany.Kitsap
Worship Schedule: Sunday 9:00am, Monday 7:00pm. 
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